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Hamburg, and of these twenty-two had previously passed
over some part of Great Britain, In the seven years,
1867-1874, 301 warning messages were issued from
London to Hamburg; seventy-two per cent, of these
warnings were followed by gales, while in only three
cases did the storm outrun the message. Then in the
United States, the majority of cyclones commence in the
Rocky Mountains; so that with the admirable organization
of the Signal Office, timely warning of serious gales can
usually be sent to the Eastern States of the Union.

Great Britain is situated in a region of peculiar diffi-
culty. Not only does her insular position preclude any
early knowledge of the advent of cyclones, but, from the
nature of weather-types, she is more exposed to unsettled
weather than any other part of Europe.

We have seen in our chapter on Weather-Types, that
the positions of the great areas of high and low pressure
are to a certain extent determined by the areas of land
and water.

When the persistent anticyclone of the southerly type
lies over Scandinavia, the Atlantic is covered by low
pressure and bad weather; when the great anticyclone
covers the Atlantic in the northerly type, then pressure
is lowest and weather worst in Scandinavia; so that, in
almost every case, Great Britain is on the boundary
between a cyclonic or anticyclonic system, and is there-
fore exposed to changeable weather. Just as an outlying
roek is exposed to the wash of every sea, so England is
exposed to the disturbing influences of every type of
European or Atlantic bad weather.